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$M;.thea a nliiu'tt/ r tho Secretary 

._ _ .. . .._._Ji.'oe»|uldaneM0. t tiM. United Kingdom* 

member of the LIVBjOn i eh- a p'roposal by, 

Oonernl Norstnd topr«pai»'»' oontmgeaoy;pl«n to reopen autobahn 

access to Borlln using;* ,tologromB+ 



a also relevant) 
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SIH EDMUND HUDLB8TON woolled that Oonernl Norstnd' hod. • 
hecn Informed that the United Kingdom had no comments to moke on 
tho Commander-in-Chief. British Army of tho Rhino's Orders for 
tho operation to ro-opon autobahn access to Berlin using forco 
of a battalion group (TRADE '..'HID) . Tho United Kingdom membor 
or tho LIVE OAK group had now aaked for zuldnnco on Oonernl . 
Norstnd' a proposal that n further plan should -bo made for the snmo 
operation using a division. Ounoral Norstad had already boon 
informed" that It was tho United Kingdom view that since no. 
■ ground operation could by itself ro-open the .road to Borlln, plans 
should bo reotrletod to a force of a battalion group, -He believed 
tho Committee would ngroe with the vlows tncpressod in the draft 
telegram but he oucBOsted that they would not wish to press tliom 
to tho point of a def inlts- rofuaol since Ooneral Norstnd . 
already hod authority to direct the LIVE.OAK Oroup to undertako 
such planning. .. u ' 

In discussion tho following polnftr we're mode:- 

(a) Ooneral Horstad war likely to report tho views «■.'. 
given In the proposed telegram to-the United 
States. Mllltnry Authorities. This might 
produce a reaction from tho State Department) 
this, however, could be accoptod slnco thore wore a 
number of unsolved political Issues which nicht 
eventually hnvo to bo taken up with tho new 
United States Administration. 
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(b) Althcmch Oonurnl llorstad hod boon informed 

of tho Unitod Kinedom vlow that the 
operation could not succood in tho fnco of 
opposl tion, he hart not benn lnf ormod that 
it urns likely to result in n mllitnry 
diaootor. It would bu Impolitic to include 
*.m« »i» <„ .„. t Lla;ram ns it might ravivo 
infirmity of purposu. Tho 
nf t»-.o drift tolegram should 
„ ^ - - — - .'otcd. Huvortheloss tho 
Unitod ntntos shouM 1)', made aware of tho 
united Kingdom military viowj becauoo of tho 
political implications, tho I'oroign Office should 
ta Invited to mlvlso how this could best bo dono. 

(c) It had never been suggested that a force of brigade 

or divisional slzo should be restricted to the 
autobahn and reference to this should be dolotod 
from the draft telegram. ' 

(d) The work Involved in proparing the plan for n 

divisional force would bo a considerable 
Imposition on tho staff of Commandor-ln Chief, 
British Army of the Rhine. Tho preparation of 
contingency plant, which wore pntontly 



THE COMMITTEE:-' 




.thjK draft' tolegwun ns amended in • 

■>'t<i* tho Chief of tho Dof once 
woota. lnf orn the Minister of tholr 
-- oxpressod In discussion. 
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